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Everything began at the door. Over two thousand 
years ago, behind the door of a small stable in Bethle- 
hem, the greatest miracle took place — the Son of God 
Jesus Christ- came into the world. During his life he went 
through many doors, entering the homes of the poor and 
the rich, the joyful and the sad, everywhere announcing 
the coming of the Kingdom of God. He called himself 
the door of the sheep (John 10:7). Jesus took upon himself 
the horrible death on the cross in order to complete the 
salvation of mankind and he rose from the dead in order 
to give people eternal life. This joyful news he passed on 
to his disciples. But after his death and resurrection, they 
sat disoriented and afraid behind closed door until the 
day they were filled with the Holy Spirit. Then the door 
was opened, they went to the streets and began declaring 
the Gospel. This is the way the church was established. 


Fifteen centuries later, another event that was me- 
aningful for the history of the church began at a door 
when a young monk by the name of Martin Luther nai- 
led his 95 theses onto the door of the Wittenburg church. 
He called for reforms in the church so that it would return 
to the principles and truths of the Gospel. This event, which occurred on October 31, 1517, 
was the beginning of the Reformation — the renewal of the church. As Lutherans, we build 
our faith on the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are part of “one holy, universal, 
and apostolic church.” At the same time we refer to the Reformation, which made its way 
to Poland not many years after its beginning. 





This book is also a door through which we would like to present our church - including 
its teachings and how we have experienced our faith. We would like to show you 
the various forms of work and activities which we do. 


You are most welcome here - come inside and get to know us along with our church. 


The Bible and Confessional Writings 


— The source and principles of faith 


The church is the fellowship of believers in which from the Holy Scriptures and the apostolic tradition. 
the Gospel is taught faithfully and the Sacraments are The Lutheran church teaches that the complete revela- 
applied appropriately. This understanding of the church, tion of God is contained in the Bible in the form of the 
written in the Augsburg Confession, comes directly canonical books of the Old and New Testaments. 


The Bible for Lutherans is the 
only source of true faith, morality 
and the life of the church. It is the 
true Word of God addressed to man 
and at the same time has a human 
dimension because this word was di- 
rected to actual people in the history 
of the world in order to be written by 
them. This means that all the books 
of the Bible have been inspired by 
the Holy Spirit and were written by 
authors coming from a variety of 
levels in society. 








The Bible which Lutherans use in their life of 
faith is composed of 66 books. The churches of the 
reformation accept the Palestinian cannon of the Old 
Testament which includes 39 books; the same cannon 
used at the time of Jesus Christ. In addition to these 
are the apocryphal books which are useful for reading 
but do not have the same authority as the canonical 
books. The New Testament includes 27 books. 

The authority of the Bible always stands over the 
authority of the church and other witnesses of faith 
such as the Church Fathers and the Reformers. This 
truth is the basis for the reformation principle: Scrip- 
ture alone (sola scriptura). This principle separates 
the confessional traditional Protestant from the Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox principle of Scripture and Tra- 
dition. For the Lutheran church tradition is something 
very important but it is not on the same level as the 
written Word of God. For this reason Scripture stands 
above tradition and tradition should always submit to 
the Scripture. This is why the Reformers removed so 
many traditions of man which were used in the histo- 
ry of the church and contrary to the Word of God. 

The Holy Scripture, however, needs explanation 
and a synthetic presentation of the truths of faith. 
From ancient times the confessions of faith have ful- 
filled this role. The oldest symbols of faith which 
have been confessed throughout the universal church 
are the three early-church confessions of faith: 
the Apostolic, Nicean, and Athanasian Creeds. 





The Bible and Confessional Writings 


The goal of the Reformers of the sixteenth century 
was to return the church to the faith and form found 
at the time of the apostles and the early church fa- 
thers which explained its understanding of the truths 
of God in the first seven councils of the undivided 
universal church. 

In the course of the organization of the life of the 
church from the time of the Reformation, it was nec- 
essary to set down the complete teachings of the 
church. In this way, the confessional writings of the 
Lutheran church were completed in 1580 under the 
title, The Book of Concord. Included in the Lutheran 
books of confession are The Augsburg Confession 
and The Apology of the Augsburg Confession of 
Philip Melanchthon, The Small Catechism and The 
Large Catechism of Martin Luther, The Smalcald 
Articles (Luther), as well as The Treatise on the Power 
and Primacy of the Pope (Melanchthon) along with 
The Formula of Concord. 

The most important book among the confes- 
sional writings is The Augsburg Confession, also 
known by its Latin name “Confessio Augustana.” 
The name is based on the city of Augsburg (in Latin 
— Augusta) in Germany where it was read at the Diet 
of Augsburg on June 25, 1530 as prepared by Philip 
Melanchthon. For this reason the Lutheran churches 
in many lands use the name the Evangelical Augsburg 
Church or the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
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- The source and principles of faith 


The Augsburg Confession is composed of 28 arti- 
cles of faith in which the first 21 include an explana- 
tion of faith. The remaining discuss the issue of re- 
moving abusive practices from the church, those 
which were in disagreement with the spirit of the 
Holy Scriptures. The central focus of The Augsburg 
Confession is found in the 4" article “concerning jus- 
tification,” which includes instruction about justifica- 
tion by grace through faith: Our churches also teach 
that men cannot be justified before God by their own 
strength, merits, or works but are freely justified for 
Christ’s sake through faith when they believe that 
they are received into favor and that their sins are 
forgiven on account of Christ, who by his death made 
satisfaction for our sins. This faith God imputes for 
righteousness in his sight. This article is that which 
the state of the church depends upon (articulus stan- 
tis et cadentis ecclaesiae). Departing from this teach- 
ing leads to the fall of the church. This article can be 
expressed succinctly in the words of the greatest Re- 
formation principle: “Only by grace through faith” 
or “only grace — only faith” (sola gratia et sola fide). 
This principle excludes the participation of man in 
the work of salvation. It emphasizes that man, being 
first created righteous, now has a completely corrup- 
ted human nature because of original sin. As a result, 
man alone is unable to do good and cannot accom- 
plish his own salvation. Discovering these truths led 
Martin Luther to announce his 95 thesis against in- 





dulgences and began the work of reforming the 
church. The principle “sola fide” excludes any kind 
of service of man before God and points out that good 
works are the fruit of faith and man’s response to 
God’s gift of grace offered to man. Good works how- 
ever, cannot by any means be considered meritori- 
ous before God nor demand anything from God. 
Justification and sanctification are given to man from 
outside through Christ. The Augsburg Confession in- 
cludes also the synthetic epitome concerning the 
Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who is the 
Creator and keeper of the world (art. 1). 

Next, The Augsburg Confession includes the truth 
about the only Son of God, Jesus Christ through 
whom to sinners is offered the justification of sins 
(art. 3). This truth stands as another important prin- 
ciple of the Reformation: Christ alone (solus Chrystus). 
This principle excludes any other intercessor be- 
tween God and man. Jesus Christ, the true Son of 
God, became true man with the virgin Mary and was 
truly crucified. On the cross he died as a true man 
and true God. For only the sinless Son of God can 
complete the salvation of man by dying for our sins. 
Further, The Augsburg Confession teaches that Jesus 
rose from the dead, ascended to heaven and will come 
in glory to judge the living and the dead. Therefore, 
the way to God leads only through Christ elimina- 
ting the possibility of prayers to the saints and their 
intercession. The Son of God, who himself was 
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a man, understands us best and answers our prayers. 
Often it is said that the teaching concerning Christ 
stands at the center of theology. The life and teach- 
ings of the church ought to have a Christocentric 
character if they are to be in agreement with the New 
Testament. Mary, the apostles, and the saints are wit- 
nesses of Jesus Christ and their life can be seen as an 
example. The church is thankful to God for them but 
is not dependent upon them either to pray or to give 
them honor which belongs only to God. 

The Augsburg Confession includes the ecumenical 
emphasis concerning the existence of the church: Our 
churches also teach that one holy church is to conti- 
nue forever. The church is the assembly of saints in 
which the Gospel is taught purely and the sacraments 
are administered rightly. For the true unity of the 
church it is enough to agree concerning the teaching 
ofthe Gospel and the administration of the sacraments. 
lt is not necessary that human traditions or rites 
and ceremonies, instituted by men, should be alike 
everywhere (art. 7). Therefore, structure, the organi- 
zation of the life of the church, liturgical dress, rites 
and nomenclature are not crucial for the existence of 
the church but are only on a second level of impor- 
tance called adiafora. This means that there is a wide 
open door for dialogue with all who want to seek 
the unity of the church under the condition that the 
Gospel of righteousness by grace through faith is 
preached as well as the Biblical distribution of the 
sacraments. 

The Lutheran church recognizes that a sacrament 
is a holy activity established by Jesus Christ in which 
the invisible grace of God is given through a visible 


The Bible and Confessional Writings 


sign. Based on the strength of this definition, known 
from the time of St. Augustine, The Augsburg Con- 
fession says that the sacraments include the Holy 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (the Sacrament of the 
Altar). 

The Small Catechism of Martin Luther has an 
enormous importance for the life and teachings of 
the church. Written in 1529, it was intended as a text- 
book for teaching the truths of faith in the home as 
well as in school. The Reformation laid a heavy 
emphasis on teaching and knowing the truths of faith 
and therefore the Catechism stands as a fundamental 
summary. The Catechism is composed of five parts 
including: The Ten Commandments, The Apostles’ 
Creed, The Lord's Prayer, The Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism, and The Sacrament of the Altar. One part 
speaks directly about confession of sins and the of- 
fice of the keys, in other words, the forgiveness of sins. 
The Small Catechism contains questions and an- 
swers which clarify the writings of certain passages. 
The catechism concludes with the Table of Duties, 
giving examples of prayer along with readings from 
the Holy Scriptures. The Catechism continues to be 
used as material for church teachings. 

Contemporary Lutheran churches remain faithful 
to the instruction of the Holy Scriptures as it is ex- 
plained in the confessional writings which gives it its 
identity. Within these writings there are some po- 
lemic passages based on the historical situation. How- 
ever, faithfulness to the confessional writings today 
allows for these passages to be interpreted differently 
through Scripture — in the spirit of reconciliation and 
dialogue between the churches. 
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— My life with God in the church 


The Christian faith has an influence on every communion with God and with other people, to be- 
sphere of a person's life. It involves a relationship lieve and to show that faith in action. 
with God but also with other people — other Christians God called the world into existence and maintains 
in the whole world, To be in church means to live in its existence. He gives life to every creation. Man is a 


beloved child of God even when he is 
disobedient to his Creator. The first 
people rebelled against God, falling 
into sin, and this inherited sin was 
passed on to all people. God's law 
speaks clearly that the payment for 
| sin is death but the love of the Creator 
| was shown to be stronger. God did 
not reject man. In order to save him 
he gave his only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, so that he died on the cross in 
place of man. Therefore, the death of 
Jesus gave man the grace of salvation 
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and opened the road to unity with God. The resurrec- 
tion of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, became for man 
a guarantee of his own resurrection and eternal life. 
For Jesus promised his own disciples that everyone 
who believes in Him, though he dies, will live. God 
offers all these gifts and promises to man freely by 
grace. The beginning of this work is the sacrament of 
Baptism. This was instituted by Jesus before his 
ascension when he declared: “Al authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age" (Matt. 28:18b-20). Thus, sal- 
vation is exclusively a gift of God's grace. It does not 
depend on man's service or works nor do any deci- 
sions or thoughts of man have any influence upon it. 
Faith is neither based on the thoughts nor the feelings 
of man but is God's gift which the Lord places into 
the heart of people who listen to His Word. 


Baptism 

When a child is born into 
a Lutheran family, the parents 
have no doubts that this child 
is God's gift and that new life 
is the effect of a miracle of 
creation before our very eyes. 












For this reason, the Lutheran church, in agreement with 
the teaching of the Apostles, baptizes children whom 
God has chosen to be his own. The Gospel of Mark 
records the following words of Jesus: “People were 
bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, 

but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, 

he was indignant. He said to them, ‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone 
who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it. And he took the children in his arms, 

put his hands on them and blessed them" (Mark 10: 

13-16). Baptism is the beginning of a person's jour- 

ney with God. Going further under the influence of 
God's Word, the Christian ought to grow in faith. 
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Religion Lessons 


An important activity of 
the church which will build 
faith is the teaching of the 
church (Lutheran religion 
lessons). Presently they take 
place in all the school systems. 

E Included in these lessons are 
children from preschool, elementary school, junior 
high school, and high school. Depending on the situ- 
ation, most of all on the number of children in a cer- 
tain area, these lessons take place in schools during 
the normal school hours or else they will be offered in 





parish houses usually in the afternoons. Whichever the 
case, the grades from religion lessons are recorded on 
the school diplomas. Contemporary textbooks intro- 
duced in recent years by the church are a great help in 
this education. 


Confirmation 


For young Lutherans, religion 
lessons often result in a growing 
faith and a feeling of belonging to the 
church. The culminating point of this 
process is confirmation. This is a con- 
scious confirmation of the covenant 
which God made with that child at 
the moment of baptism. For the congregation (the lo- 
cal Lutheran fellowship), the celebration of confirma- 
tion is when young people are received into the group 
of adults and become legal members of the congrega- 
tion. At this time the youth are at least 15 and from 
this moment they can both become godparents and 
partake of the sacrament of Holy Communion. 





i| Holy Communion 


Holy Communion in the Lutheran 
church is also called the Lord's 
Supper or the Sacrament of the Altar. 
This is also a sacrament established 
by Jesus during the time of his last 
supper with his disciples (Luke 22: 





— my life with God in the church 


14-20). Each time the Lord's Supper is celebrated, the 
pastor recalls the important elements of this sacrament 
with the following words: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
night in which he was betrayed, took the bread and giv- 
ing thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, 
‘Take and eat, this is my body which I have given to you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 'In the same way, after they 
had eaten, he took the cup and having given thanks, gave 
it to them saying, Take and drink ofit allofyou. This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood which has been shed for 
vou and for many for the remission of sins. This do as 
many times as you drink it in remembrance of me. '” We 
believe that in the Sacrament of the Altar, the body and 
blood of Jesus are truly present under the forms of bread 
and wine which all receive who come to the Lord's 
table. Holy Communion gives Christians unity with 
God and others along with the forgiveness of sins. 


Confession of sins 


The Sacrament of the Altar 
is always preceded by a con- 
fession of sins. In the Evan- 
gelical Augsburg Church 
there are three kinds of con- 
fession of sins. A Christian 
ought to daily confess his 
sins to God in prayer. During the Lutheran worship 
service there is the so-called “general confession” 
which includes a special prayer of confession, 











guestions concerning confession in which every 
person must individually answer, and the absolution 
of sins. 

Anyone who has such a need can also confess his 
sins to his pastor. This form of individual confession 
is a special form of pastoral counseling which is con- 
nected with reading together the Word of God and 
prayer. The extent and content of these meetings are 
confidential. Repentance and confession are impor- 
tant elements of Lutheran piety. 


Youth 


Young Lutherans have many 
opportunities to meet together. 
Youth work on one hand is 
the response to the needs of 
people of that age and it also 
gives the practical possibility 
of seeing the confirmation 
vows come to fruition. Many talents can surface such as 
administrative, musical, sports, artistic and others. Some 
possibilities of meeting together include not only par- 
ish youth meetings, but also diocese and national youth 
gatherings. Camps are organized for Lutheran youth 
both in Poland and across the border. Getting to know 
one another is especially important for youth who are 
from areas where Lutherans are in the minority. They 
can meet friends from their own church and share 
with them their experiences of faith and life. 














Marriage 


And what happens when 
two young people get to know 
each other, fall in love and 
want to spend the rest of their 
lives together? Family is the 
smallest church — really a 
home congregation. God gives 
his blessing to the marriage ofa man and a woman. In 
the Lutheran church two people, who make a cove- 
nant of marriage, promise their love and faithfulness 
before God and man and ask God for his blessing 
which is given by the pastor who acts in God's 
name. Marriages which take place in the Evangelical 
Augsburg Church are valid, accepted by the law of 
Poland. 

In some parishes meetings take place between 
young couples and in the summertime vacations are 
organized for families with children. 


Parish meetings 


An important activity of 
the faithful are parish meet- 
ings in which members gath- 
er based on age or interest. 
Examples of such groups in- 
clude youth meetings, student 
meetings and meetings for 
women. Every group creates 
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their own form and method of working. For students 
and youth this could be, for example, group trips, 
discussions on critical issues. Women's groups wor- 
king in the parish might discuss family life. Often 
these meetings include interesting guests, concerts, 
etc. Interesting topics or forms of meetings also draw 
people from outside the parish. The church utilizes 
the help of associations and specialized institutions. 

Bible Hours. Bible hour and Bible meetings are 
different from the worship service in the way the 
Word of God is preached. The goal is to build a hun- 
ger for knowing the Holy Scriptures among the faith- 
ful and its practical application in the life of the 
Christian. Besides a lecture from the Holy Scriptures, 
which is the basis for such meetings, a characteristic 
element is the possibility of leading discussion on the 
theme of the given Scripture text. 

Choirs. A typical expression of life in a Lutheran 
parish is the activity of choirs and music groups. 
These are people who gather together out of a desire 
to sing and play for the praise of God. Their involve- 
ment has a great effect on the meaning of music in the 
life of the church and stands as an important way of 
involving members of the congregation. In addition, 
through their music, the parish has opportunities to 
be involved in the music and community of the city 
or region. It is also worthwhile to remember that the 
activity of parish choirs in communist times was the 
only area of the fellowship of the church which was 
not restricted. 








Death and Funeral 


The life of a person on earth 
has its beginning as well as 
its ending which actually is 
not the end ofexistence. Foun- 
dational for Christian faith is 
trust in the resurrection and 
eternal life. When someone is 
dying, that person and also the beloved sometimes 
have difficulties remaining in faith and in the hope of 
the resurrection and eternal life. Those who remain 
experience feelings of loneliness, grief, sadness and 
doubt. For this reason an important ministry of the 
church and the pastor is to accompany those who are 
dying and their loved ones. 

The Lutheran funeral is a declaration of hope in 
Jesus Christ during the difficult time of being sepa- 
rated from the loved one. Through his resurrection, 
Christ conquered death and called his disciples to 
eternal life in his kingdom when he will come in glo- 
ry and raise all the dead to eternal life. Apostle Paul in 
his letter to the Romans wrote: “For none of us lives 
to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 
If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to 
the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the 
Lord. For this very reason, Christ died and returned 
to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead 
and the living" (Rom. 14:7-9). The believer finds his 
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The Lutheran Church God and Me 


Invites you during the whole week entire life in God's hands. God is 


his Lord who gives life and who 


| Sunday | decides its ending. As Christians 


10.00am- worship service with confession and Holy Communion we are called to live with God 
at the same time there is a worship service for children and with others in the fellowship 
after the worship service is a time of fellowship of faith — in the church which is 
with coffee God's gift. 

4.00 pm - religion lessons: elementary school — grades 3 and 4 

5.30 pm - religion lessons: elementary school — grades 5 and 6 

3.00 pm - religion lessons: elementary school — grades 1 and 2 

4.30 pm - religion lessons: junior high school — grades 7 and 8 

5.00 pm - choir rehearsal 

3.00 pm - senior citizen Bible study 

6.30 pm - meeting of college students 

| 3.00 pm - religion lessons: junior high school — grade 9 

5.00 pm - Bible hour 

4.00 pm - women's Bible study 

5.00 pm - weekday worship service 

6.30 pm - rehearsal of the youth band 

5.00 pm - youth group meeting 


1st Monday of the month — church council meeting 


1st Thursday of the month — meeting of young couples 
2nd Thursday of the month — parish meeting 





Pastor and church council 


* example of a plan of the week in a parish 
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— experiencing faith in time an 


The Church Year 


The Lutheran church is part of the western Chri- 
stian church and uses the dates based on the Grego- 
rian calendar. Along with all Christians on earth, the 
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most important celebrations of the Lutheran church 
are connected with the life and work of Jesus. This 
includes Christmas, Epiphany (Jan. 6), Holy Week 
(whose culminating and most important moment for 


Protestants in the celebration of the 
church year is Good Friday), Easter, 
Ascension of the Lord, and Pentecost. 
There are also holidays which cele- 
brate the origins of the Lutheran 
church. One such holiday with this 
character is Reformation Day which 
celebrates the beginning of the Re- 
formation when Martin Luther anno- 
unced his 95 Thesis. On the first Sun- 
day after remembering the archangel 
Michael, the church celebrates thanks- 













TAE CHURCH VEAR 


Christmas Season | 
Advent (4 Sundays before Christmas) 

Christmas | 
Epiphany (Jan. 6) 

Sundays of Epiphany (up to 6 Sundays) 

Easter Season 

Sundays before Lent (3 Sundays) 

Lent — 6 weeks | 
Ash Wednesday — Day of Repentance (first day of Lent) 
Holy Week 

Palm Sunday 

Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 

Holy Saturday 


Easter 

Easter 

Sundays of Easter (6 Sundays) 
Ascension of the Lord 


Pentecost Season 


Pentecost 
Trinity 
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Trinity Season 

Up to 27 Sundays including: 

Remembrance of the Augsburg Confession (June 25) 

Reformation Day (October 31) 

Thanksgiving for the harvest (Sunday after St. Michael's 
Day - Sept. 29) | 

Remembrance of the consecration of the church 

All Saints’ Day 

Eternity Sunday 


Lutheran celebrations 


giving for the harvest. There are also holidays which 
have a local significance remembering some impor- 
tant event for the local Lutheran fellowship. This 
especially includes parishes of the Cieszyn diocese 
and the Katowice diocese who annually celebrate the 
dedication of their churches and chapels. 


Celebrations in church and home 

The way of experiencing the church holy days as 
one’s own comes from an active participation in the 
life of the church. This internally enriches a person, 
gives a feeling of belonging to the fellowship, and 
introduces spiritual values to everyday life. Wit- 
hout this experience, one is clearly deprived of con- 
fessional identity and this can become a reason for 
religious coldness. It is not always possible in every 
place to take part in a Lutheran worship service on 
every Sunday or every holy day. In spite of this, in 
many parishes where the Lutherans are in the minor- 
ity and where the faithful have to travel many kilome- 
ters to the nearest church, there still exists a great 
need for participation in the worship service. 

The Lutheran church in Poland, with the exception 
of certain regions, is the church of the minority or the 
scattered church. There are situations in which one 
pastor has several parishes (or preaching stations) un- 
der his care, which are separated by tens of kilome- 
ters and therefore, he is not able to get to every place 
in the course of one Sunday. 
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Therefore, experiencing church holidays does not 
have only a liturgical importance and does not take 
place only in the church or chapel. Lutheran celebra- 
tions also have a place in the home and family life. 
When age, sickness, handicap or distance is an obstacle 
to getting to the church, many homes have the custom 
of leading a home worship service on Sundays and 
other holidays. They consist of reading the Scripture 
lessons, singing and prayer. A valuable help in their 
formation are collections of sermons, prayer books, 
and song books. During the time of the Counter- 
Reformation, domestic piety was shaped through 
Lutheran literature and was the deciding factor in the 
survival of Lutheranism in many regions of Poland 
and Europe. 


Preaching through the media 


The mission of the church, which involves preach- 
ing the Word of God and presenting the gospel mes- 
sage in many situations, is supported by 
various forms of media. This activity tra- 
ditionally takes place through the printed 
word. A characteristic of Protestants from 
the time of the Reformation is publishing 
Bibles in the Polish language (Brest Bible 
— 1563, Gdansk Bible — 1632), as well as 
other books such as sermon collections, 
prayer books and catechisms. Very carly 
on publishers began printing periodicals. 





Zwiastun Ewangelicki (The Lutheran Herald) was 
first printed on January 15, 1863 and continues to this 
day. 140 years of history reveals that this is the oldest 
periodical in Poland. 

Presently all publishing activity of the church is 
done by the Publishing House “Augustana” with its 
headquarters in Bielsko-Biała. Recently it has been 
able to complete several large multi-year projects. 
Especially significant was the preparation of text- 
books and helps for religion teachers in elementary 
and junior high schools. Another important event was 
the printing of the new Lutheran hymnal along with 
the Organist version which is used by four Pprotestant 
denominations in Poland and the Czech Republic. 
The activity of the publishing house also is involved 
in other organizations and church structures (diocese, 
parishes). The regional publisher “Glos Życia” (Voice 
of Life) from Katowice publishes books and a quar- 
terly, “Ewangelik” (The Lutheran), and the publisher 












“Warto” (Worthwhile) of the Center of Missions and 
Evangelism prepares many missions publications 
as well as a quarterly — “Warto”. At the beginning of 
the 1990’s the goal was to strengthen the publishing 
activity of the church by opening its own printing 
house. 

More and more often the church is utilizing other 
methods of mass communication. Broadcasts of the 
Lutheran Church in Poland are presently found on pub- 
lic and commercial radio. More often local radio sta- 
tions are using their air time for Lutheran broadcast- 
ing either daily or every Sunday. Public radio transmits 
Lutheran worship services several times in the year. 
Polish television has an ecumenical team of reporters 
which prepares several reports each year on different 
perspectives of life in the Lutheran 
church. Occasionally the primary 
Polish television station (TVP) trans- 
mits Lutheran worship services. 

In recent years the Internet has 
taken on greater importance. The 
webpage www.luteranie.pl serves 
to present a wide spectrum of the 
Lutheran church. The page pub- 
lishes teachings of the church as well 
as its history and the latest news 
concerning life and activities of the 
church. In addition, the page pro- 
vides preaching of the Word of God 
and offers pastoral help to those in 
need. 




















The Church - God's House 


The church as a building is a place in which those 
of faith experience God's presence and listen to the 
voice of this same God. Without the Word of God 
there is no worship service. That is why Martin 
Luther in 1544 dedicated the first church of the 
Reformation in Torgau with these well known words: 
“may it be such that nothing else may ever happen in 
it except that our dear Lord himself may speak to us 
through his holy Word and we respond to him through 
prayer and praise.” 

All the sacral art, interior decoration, and location 
of the church in the landscape of the town or village 
abide by this principle. Itis modest, simple, built with- 
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out splendor and needless orna- 
ments. Some churches erected in 
the Barogue time period differ from 
this pattern because of the histori- 
cal circumstances. These include 
the “churches of peace” in Świdni- 
ca and Jawor which are written on 
UNESCO's World Heritage List. 
Of course the architectural trends 
in certain time periods had influ- 
ence on the external appearance. 
All these churches are connec- 
ted by certain unique elements of 
decoration and building with the 
creative effect of interpreting the 
principles of theology through ar- 
chitecture. According to the Lutheran 
understanding, holiness and the 
uniqueness of the place of worship 
is not dependent upon fulfilling 
certain requirements such as com- 
pleting certain rituals of consecra- 
tion, utilizing relics, and preserving 
the host in the sanctuary. From a 
Lutheran point of view the church 
is a place in which the Word of Jesus 
is preached, honored, and wor- 
shiped *in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24). The place where the holy 
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Word of God is proclaimed is 
sanctified because of the preaching 
and listening to the Word. 

The altar and pulpit are special 
places in every church building. 
The Word of God reaches those gath- 
ered there through the “spoken 
word” as well as “visible word,” or 
the sacraments. Declaring the Word 
of God or preaching the sermon 
takes place from the pulpit. The al- 
tar is a place of special honor based 
on the fact that it is the table on 
which the sacrament of the altar is 
prepared and distributed. In some 
sanctuaries built at the end of the 
19% century the pulpit is placed di- 
rectly above the altar. 

On the altar there can be found 
various forms of the sign of the cross 
pointing unceasingly to the one 
around whom the fellowship of 
believers gather during the worship 
service. Next to it lays the open book of 
the Holy Scripture along with candles 
symbolizing the presence of Christ 
who is the light of the world. 

The next important place in the 
presbytery (front) of the church is 





the true Word, is present among the partici- 
pants in the sacrament. 

Besides the main worship service, there 
are also worship services of the Word of God 
in the practice of the life of the church. These 
consist of preaching the Word of God, prayers, 
and singing. In many parishes the sacrament 
of the altar was separated from the regular 
worship service because of a variety of cir- 
cumstances in the past. As a result the sacra- 
ment of the altar became a separate worship 
service celebrated before the service of the 
Word of God. 

During the time of the worship service, in 
between the reading of the Word of God and 
the Confession of Faith, the sacrament of 
baptism takes place. In addition, the worship 
service includes prayers of thanks and inter- 
cession, remembrance of the dead connected 
with a thanksgiving for their life and prayers 
for their loved ones. 

An important element of the worship ser- 
vice is the singing of hymns. They express 
the religious experiences of man, express his 
piety, and enrich the liturgy by being an inte- 
gral part of it. From the time of Martin Luther 
hymns express the idea of the priesthood of 
all believers. Through the hymns, the congre- 
gation can take a more active role in the wor- 
ship service. 





— experiencing faith in time and place 


Besides the Sunday worship service and Holy days, 
the church leads worship services also during the 
week. This includes morning and evening services, 
Advent, Lent, and other occasional worship services. 

A special form of worship service is that for chil- 
dren which in many places is called “Sunday School.” 
This comes from the custom of Sunday lessons for 
children found in Anglo-Saxon lands as organized by 
their churches. After adapting this custom for the Polish 
people and for the present situation of the church, 
it stands as a good addition to the instruction of chil- 
dren in the church. These worship services are often 
led by religion teachers who are assisted by youth. 
These meetings include singing songs, prayers, tell- 
ing and teaching Bible stories, and often there is also 
a time for crafts or some other form of activity which 
has the goal of actively involving the children. Above 
all, their faith is built up and they have a sense of be- 
longing to the church. In all places in the life of the 
church the worship service for children is practiced at 
the same time as the main worship service. The youn- 
gest generation meets on Sunday in the parish hall or 
after the introductory liturgy they leave the sanctuary 
to go on to their place of meeting. 


Pastor and his co-workers 


The basic unit of the church is the congregation 
which gathers all the members who live in the area. 
The Lutheran church teaches the priesthood of all be- 





lievers which says that starting from baptism, every 
Christian is called to proclaim the Word of God and 
above all, to be a testimony of faith through one’s 
own life. However, in order to proclaim the Word of 
God and keep order in the church, Jesus Christ estab- 
lished the office of teaching the Word of God and 
distributing the sacraments. In the Augsburg Confes- 
sion we read: “Jn order that we may obtain this faith, 
the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering 
the sacraments was instituted...Our churches teach that 
nobody should preach publicly in the church or admin- 
ister the sacraments unless he is regularly called” 
(art. 5 and 14). Through its ordination or consecration, 
the church sends out people into service who have been 
properly prepared externally through theological train- 
ing as well as internally through faith. In accordance 
with Lutheran tradition, candidates to the church of- 
fice must finish academic studies which include know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures (reading in the original 
languages of Hebrew and Greek), church history, and 
theology both systematic and practical. The theoreti- 
cal and practical knowledge are confirmed during the 
internship of the candidate and then after ordination, 
the young pastor will serve under the supervision of 
an older pastor who shapes him to serve as a preacher, 
religion teacher, counselor, and also administrator. 
The spiritual head of a parish is the senior pastor 
who leads and coordinates various kinds of work of 
the parish. In the Lutheran Church of Poland, the se- 


a E] 1 O [eae a eee 









nior pastor is chosen by secret ballot by all the adult 
members of the parish choosing from among the cler- 
gy who are candidating for that position. In special 
circumstances the administration of the parish can al- 
low the pastor to be named to the position of senior 
pastor through the central church authority. The se- 
nior pastor is responsible for the entire religious life 
of the parish and for its caretaking. In larger parishes, 
an assistant pastor or vicar may help him. Especially 
in tasks such as preaching, counseling, teaching reli- 
gion, and caretaking, men and women who are ordai- 
ned as deacons can assist the pastor. 

The life of the parish would not be possible with- 
out the involvement of the laity. Together with the cler- 
gy, the laity who serve in the church council, take re- 





sponsibility for shaping the life of the parish. Council 
members are chosen from among parish members 
and serve a certain time period based on church law. 

The parish will also employ workers if it is in the 
position to do so financially. But more often various 
people want to be involved in the life of the parish 
and volunteer their time to work together in the mini- 
stry of the church. To make certain of musical help, 
the parish hires an organist who often also fills the 
role of parish choir director. Charity work and home- 
care in the parish is done by volunteer. Every parish 
has an office. It is there that one can take care of any 
office business and get any information related to the 
life of the parish and church. 

The responsibility of maintaining order in the 
church, its surroundings, and 
all church buildings including 
the parish house is held by the 
church custodians. Parish acco- 
unting can be done on a volun- 
tary basis or through a profes- 
sional accountant. The parish 
also oversees the cemetery. All 
workers are responsible before 
the head pastor and the church 
council. The Lutheran church in 
Poland, although not large in 
numbers, as a whole, is a fairly 
large employer. 








BXperiencing faith in time and pid 


Finances 


In order to meet all the needs of the church in areas 
of religion, charity, teaching, culture, and education, 
certain funds are necessary. It’s often said that the 
church does not live for money, which is true, but it is 
also true that as an institution belonging to the early 
order, the church and its operation needs money. 

In accordance with church law the Lutheran church 
in Poland is maintained first of all by contributions 
and offerings of believers. Every adult church mem- 
ber is obliged to pay the church fee in an amount no 
less than 1% of one’s income. During the worship 
service and other parish meetings freewill offerings 
are also taken which often support concrete projects. 
The church, as well as its structure, can receive other 
financial help and gifts from individuals and institu- 
tions both Polish and foreign, based on the financial 
regulations of the state. The church along with its pa- 
rishes can also be involved in business activities most 
often in the form of renting real estate and managing 
guest houses. 

A principle of the Lutheran church is its financial 
transparency. The church council manages the parish 
business while the diocese is managed by the dioce- 
san council. The church as a whole is cared for by the 
consistory. Both clergy and lay members of the church 
sit in all these bodies together making decisions con- 
nected with the care of finances. The regulation of fi- 
nancial activity is controlled by the revision commit- 
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tee on all levels. Every individual unit of the church 
has its own budget and is responsible for its own fi- 
nancial support. Every offering, credit and debit is 
accounted for. Parishes which are very small and can- 
not support themselves receive financial aid from the 
joint account of the church. All parishes share their 
offerings and income from their activities with the 


church as a whole. In this way the apostolic principle 
of solidarity and sharing of the strong with the weak 
can be appropriated. 

The Gustavus Adolphus Union operates in the 
church as an organization gathering finances and re- 
sources in congregations in order to build and remod- 
el religious structures. The church finances various 


Lutheran celebrations 





charity projects which crosses not only borders of 
confession but also national borders. In emergency si- 
tuations such as a natural disaster, offerings are taken 
in churches which are given to the needy without con- 
sideration of their church confession or even religion 
(helping flood victims, offering for disaster relief in 
Poland and in the world). 








— The church outside the walls 


Missions and Evangelism to find him. Jesus taught traveling from city to city. 


The teaching of Jesus had one certain characteri- He met various people - rich and poor, happy and sad, 
stic. The Master from Nazareth did not teach in some believers and doubters. He talked with them in their 
special place where people were gathering. He didn't homes and in their work places. In a similar way the 
have his own home or school in which it was possible apostles were sent out to preach his Gospel after 


his death and resurrection. They fol- 
lowed him through missionary jour- 
neys and told everyone they met 
about Jesus Christ. This task is also 
important for today's contemporary 
church. We want to share the Gospel 
— the good news about Jesus Christ 
— in all places where there is a 
need and where he sends us. From 
the beginning of its existence, the 
Evangelical Augsburg Church in 
Poland has been involved in evange- 
listic missions. In different 
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periods it was accomplished in various ways. Today 
the Synod of the church has a committee which is 
devoted to evangelism and missions. There is also 
a national minister of evangelistic missions. People 
responsible for the work of missions and evangelism 
also work in every diocese. Beginning in 1997, the 
Center of Missions and Evangelism of the Evangelical 
Augsburg Church (CME) has been operating in 
Dzięgielów near Cieszyn. Its main goal is supporting 
parishes in their task of evangelism and missions. 
They organize various events and activities in which 
the goal is to share the Gospel. Among these, the 
Evangelistic Week in Dzięgielów has the longest 
tradition. It has been held without a break from 














1958 (from 1950-1957 in Bytom Miechowice). Every 
year, during the first week of July around 1000 
registered participants from all over Poland gather 
under a special tent prepared just for this occasion. 
They take part in lectures, evangelizations, and con- 
certs. These participants along with people who come 
to Dziegielów only for the afternoon evangelism meet- 
ing account for the crowd of 4,000 who gather under 
the main tent. Beginning in 1998, the Evangelistic 
Veek has also taken place in Mrągowo in the Mazury 
region and from 2006 a similar event in Zelów 
near Łódź. In Gliwice, Evangelistic Days are held 
every year. The Wrocław diocese organizes its own 
Evangelistic Week for Families in Karpacz. Besides 
Evangelistic Weeks, the Center 
of Missions and Evangelism 
organizes mission camps for 
children and youth. In addition 
CME trains young people who 
want to work with children in 


= their parishes or become the 


xa ; youth leaders. This kind of 


training takes place in Bible 
School. Young people who want 
to work in missions in the church 
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The church outside the walls 


can take part in the volunteer program by living in 
a Polish parish for one year and working there with 
children, youth or with the elderly. 


Diaconal Ministry 


Diaconal ministry holds an important role in the 
life of the parish. This means helping all those who 
find themselves in difficult life situations and need 
spiritual and material support. The parish committee 
on diaconal ministry and those who coordi- 
nate diaconal ministry organize help for peo- 
ple touched by poverty including children, 
adults and the elderly. They also help the 
handicapped. Many parishes have an office 











of deacon along with other forms of help such as loan- 
ing rehabilitation equipment. Within the diaconal 
ministry children or others who are victims of vio- 
lence in the family are helped. 

The diaconal ministry in parishes is coordinated 
by the Deaconate of the diocese as well as the Deaco- 
nate of the Evangelical Augsburg Church in Poland. 
Within the framework of their ministry are many after 
-school children centers, deacon stations, and nursing 
homes for the elderly and handicapped. 
People living there can count on good 
medical help, life in community, and 
spiritual support from the pastors who 
work there. 
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RO Forth! 
Women's Deaconate It stands as a separate structure which is led by the 
Lutheran military bishop who has the rank of general. 
This chaplaincy was reactivated in 1995 after a 45 
year break in Poland when ministry among the milita- 
ry was not possible. 
lts pastoral ministry includes not only 


For over 70 years, the only women's deaconate, 
“Eben-Ezer,” has had its home in Dzięgielów near 
Cieszyn. The sisters direct the Lutheran nursing home, 
“Emaus,” in Dzięgielów and at one time worked in 


many hospitals and parishes. 


Lutherans but an important element is the 
ecumenical cooperation with other Prot- 
estant churches. Based on a written agre- 
ement with the Reformed, Methodist, 
Baptist, and Seventh Day Adventist chur- 
ches all their members in the military are 
ministered to by this chaplaincy. 

The Lutheran Military Chaplaincy as- 
sures pastoral care for those who are far 
from their home parish, in other words 
soldiers in military service. Through var- 
ious forms of work and active presence 
in the army, the gospel is 
drawn closer and this results 
in military ethics of the pro- 
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Lutheran Military Chaplaincy 


The Evangelical Augsburg Church 
in Poland has a wide range of 
ministries. The Lutheran Military 
Chaplaincy plays an important role 
among them with its center in Warsaw. 
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fessional soldiers. Their influence includes both civil- 
ian workers in the army and their families. 

Chaplains make pastoral visitations, organize meet- 
ings and lectures for soldiers in their military bases, 
and lead Protestant military worship services. Every 
year they organize seminars and conferences for offi- 
cers and staff and take part in military and national 
celebrations. At the time of Advent and Lent they visit 
many units and military institutions with an evange- 
listic message. 

An important activity of the military chaplaincy 
are lectures emphasizing Christian ethics which is 
especially needed because of the active participation 
of the Polish forces in peace and stabilization opera- 
tions abroad. It is also for this reason that Lutheran 
chaplains more often visit our soldiers serving abroad 
in Polish and international military contingencies. 
The Lutheran Military Chaplaincy also represents 
the church in international relations through partner- 
ships with military chaplains of NATO member coun- 
tries. 

In this ministry, chaplains serve who are either full 
-time senior officers or younger chaplain reserves. 
Among them are also chaplains to border guards. 








Prison ministry 


Lutheran prison chaplain ministry has a special 
character. They visit those who are in jail or serving 
time in the penitentiary. They speak with prisoners 
behind the prison walls, pray together, and conduct 
worship services. They help them renew their rela- 
tionship with God and others such as family and 
friends. For many, these meetings are the beginning 
of a new way of life without drugs, alcohol, and above 
all in agreement with the law. Chaplains help those 
who have already served their time by helping them 
find work and return to normal life. 





Education 


When children grow up, the time comes to begin 
preschool and later elementary school. Children in 
Cieszyn, Wałbrzych and Wrocław have the possibility 
of attending preschools which are led by that city's 
Lutheran parish. The diaconate ministry in Wrocław 
directs a Polish-German elementary school in its city. 
Besides this they give the possibility to educate 
children and youth who are disabled in the Martin 
Luther Center of Diaconal Ministry and Education. 
Lutheran elementary schools, junior high-schools and 
high schools are located in both Cieszyn and Bielsko- 
Biała. Lutheran junior-high and high schools are 
also found in Gliwice and Kraków. In Bielsko-Biała 
young people also have the possibility of attending 
the Mikołaj Rej College founded by the Lutheran 
Education Society. Education has always and conti- 














nues to be an important element in the life of the Lut- 
heran fellowship. 

In the past, wherever there was a Lutheran parish, 
next to it a school was built so that young people can 
learn, have their lives shaped and above all, read the 
Bible. Today Lutheran schools are known by their 
great reputation based on the high quality of educa- 
tion for children and youth. These schools are open to 
all young people without regard to church back- 
ground. 


Culture 

The church is the fellowship of believers where the 
gospel is proclaimed and the sacraments are shared. 
Besides these basic things, the church is full of many 
other important community tasks. Especially from 
the 19" century, the church began to emphasize its 
mission in the area of culture, 
although actually from the 
time of the Reformation, local 
churches were patrons of the 
arts, especially in music. Every 
Lutheran worship service ought 
to have an aspect of the cultural 
arts and besides being a religious 
experience, should provide par- 
ticipants with an activity which 
is artistic in nature. 











The church outside the walls 

The content of the Psalms was an important source 
of inspiration for the composition of Martin Luther's 
hymns and has continued to influence the Lutheran 
church all over the world to this day. For this reason, 
Lutheranism attaches great importance to music, 
especially the organ works of the worship service. 
This has manifested itself through the rich activity of 
choral music and the founding of the Evangelical 
Institute of Sacred Music with its center in Wroclaw. 
The worship service is accompanied by the singing 
of choirs and often also soloists especially during 
important celebrations. Sometimes the singing is led 
by various music groups beginning with youth groups 
to instrumental ensembles. 





Lutheran churches not only present sacred music Bielsko-Biała, Częstochowa, Wrocław, Łódź, Giżycko, 
but they also open their doors to many artistic pro- Pasym, and Szczecin. Many parishes, during the 
jects including concerts of many known music festi- summer season, open their churches in order to host 


vals. These take place in Warsaw, Cieszyn, Wisła, music concerts open to the public. 





Art exhibitions are also organized in many par- 
ishes as well as theatrical events. The church in 
its periodicals and through the Publishing House 
“Augustana” along with parish publishing promotes 
its literary talent. Every year volumes of poetry or 
stories are published. 

An important element of cultural life is cultivating 
our historical heritage. In many parishes this work is 
done by the historical committee. The Lutheran 
parish in Mikolajki has operated the Museum of 
the Reformation for many years, showing how 
Lutherans have contributed to the Polish culture. In 
the two largest diocese of the church (Cieszyn and 
Katowice), a special institute coordinates activities 
on academic and cultural sphere. These include the 
Mother Eve Institute in Katowice and the Evangelical 
Diocesan Institute in Bielsko-Biata. 


Societies 


The church also supports the activities of various 
groups in the community giving them access to parish 
facilities or church publications. Some initiatives have 
a local flavor while others take on a wider dimension. 
The /aw concerning church-state relations makes it 
possible for the banding together of Lutheran socie- 
ties. The oldest of these is the Polish Evangelical 
Society with its center in Katowice. Parallel organiza- 
tions working locally are the Evangelical Society in 


Cieszyn and the Mazury Evangelical Society in 
Olsztyn. These organizations concern themselves with 
educational and academic activities, promoting Lutheran 
traditions, and are, above all, involved in popularizing 
Lutheran ideas and the history of Lutheranism in 
Poland. The Evangelical Forum, composed of Lutheran 
intellectuals, is especially concerned with this goal 
as it meets annually. The Society of Evangelical 
Businessmen gathers together those who are private 
businessmen or are involved in business. They have 
established the main goal of planting the Lutheran 
ethical principles in business. The Lutheran Sports 
Organization promotes honest sports competition in 
the spirit of fair play. Its goal is above all spreading 
the idea of sports competitions and promoting sports 
among young Lutherans. Alternating every other year, 
the Lutheran Sports Organization organizes summer 
and winter Olympics for Lutheran youth. These are 
opportunities to be involved in sports competitions 
and also for young Lutherans to get to know each other. 
Sports competitions may be one of the possibilies for 
young people from different faiths to have concat with 
the Lutheran Church. 

The Word of God can change people’s lives, give 
them new direction and a new perspective. We want 
to share this experience and take it to all who need it. 
“The Word of God is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path" (Ps 119:105). 
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— The church outside the walls 


Ecumenism 


The Evangelical Augsburg Church in Poland 
belongs to international and national church organi- 
zations. Special brotherly bonds are kept between 
those churches in the same confessional family. The 
church maintains partnerships with the Oregon Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
(ELCA), the Uppsala Diocese of the Church of 
Sweden, and the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Slovakia. Within the Polish Ecumenical 
Council, the Evangelical Augsburg Church in Poland 
cooperates with the Evangelical Church of Westphalia 
and the Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau in 
Germany. Individual dioceses and parishes establish 








their own partnerships with other dioceses, parishes, 
and church organizations all over Europe. 

From the very beginning of its existence in 1947, 
the Lutheran church in Poland has belonged to the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) which is an or- 
ganization uniting local churches all over the world 
who are part of the Lutheran confessional identity. In 
the past, one of the vice-presidents of the LWF was 
Bishop Andrzej Wantuta (head ofthe Lutheran Church 
in Poland). The National Committee of the Lutheran 

World Federation spreads the 
GU by idea of world Lutheranism in 
de E Poland. 


to ecumenical dialogue and 
take an active part in the most 
important organizations of the 
world and national ecumenism. 
The Evangelical Augsburg 
Church in Poland has been an 
active member in the World 
Council of Churches since 
its founding in 1948, the 
Conference of European 
Churches (also established 
after World War II), and the 
Community of Protestant 
Churches in Europe (formerly 
the Leuenberg Church Fellow- 
ship). 


e 4 Polish Lutherans are open 








In its own land, the Evangelical Augsburg Church 
in Poland is a cofounder of the Polish Ecumenical 
Council with Lutheran bishops serving as its chairman 
many times. Beginning in 1970, Lutherans have shared 
altar and pulpit fellowship with the Reformed Church. 
Brotherly contact with them began in 1570 when the 
Sandomierz Agreement was signed. This fellowship is 
also held with the Methodist Church beginning in 
1994. An important event for Polish ecumenism took 
place at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Warsaw in 
2000. Three protestant churches (Lutheran, Reformed, 
and Methodist), the Old Catholic Church (Polish 
Catholic and Old Catholic Mariavite), the Orthodox 
Church, and the Roman Catholic Church signed a 
declaration concerning the mutual recognition of Holy 
Baptism. 

The Evangelical Augsburg Church in Poland leads 
theological dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church 
through a joint theological committee for dialogue. 
In 1999 a significant event in the international arena, 
reflected locally, was the signing of the Joint Declaration 
on the Doctrine of Justification in Augsburg between 


the Lutheran World Federation and the Vatican. During 
his pilgrimages to his homeland, Pope John Paul II 
took part in ecumenical worship services in Lutheran 
churches in Warsaw and Skoczów. 

Every year between January 18" and 25" the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place all over 
Poland. Christians from almost every church in 
Poland take part including Lutherans who have 
belonged to the organizers of this event from the very 
beginning. 

An important place where ecumenism in Poland is 
propagated is the Christian Academy of Theology 
(ChAT). ChAT is a state in institute of higher education 
which was created in 1954 after the liguidation of 
the Theology Department (Protestant and Orthodox) of 
the University of Warsaw. Protestants, Orthodox, Old 
Catholics and members of the Roman Catholic Church 
study there alongside each other. The Academy organizes 
a symposium which publishes a theological periodical 
('Rocznik Theologiczny ChAT” — *Theological Annual 
of ChAT”) which propagates the idea of ecumenism, 
tolerance, and reconciliation. 








Important dates 


— our history — then and now 


966 - 


968 ~ 


1000 — 


1500 - 


1518 - 


1522 - 
1525 - 


1520-1540 — 
1525 - 


1545 - 


baptism of Mieszko I, bringing 

Latin Christendom from the west 

into Poland 

founding of the first bishopric 

in Poznań 

founding metropolises in Gniezno 

and bishoprics in Kołobrzeg, Kraków, 
and Wrocław 

Poland contains 6 million people, about 
6000 parishes, 1500 priests, 40,000 
monks in poverty, 1500 monks and 
about 1500 nuns 

the idea of the Reformation reaches 
Gdańsk — beginning of church reforms 
in that city 

first sermon in the spirit of the 
Reformation preached in Poznań 

the Reformation reaches Wrocław 

the king’s edict against the Reformation 
secularization of the Teutonic knights; 
reforms of the church in Prussia in the 
spirit of Lutheranism 

Prince Albrecht founds the University 
of Królewiec where Protestant 
theologians are educated and books 


1545 


1548 


1553 


1555 


1561 


1563 


1564 


1568 


1570 


are published in the Polish language 

in their printing houses 

Reformation in the Cieszyn 
principality 

The Czech Brethren exiled by 
Ferdinand I arrive in Poznań 

while Poland gives asylum to 
dissidents from many nations of Europe 
publication of Stanisław Murzynowski’s 
translation of the New Testament 
Seym (parliament) in Piotrków 
Trybunalski, unsuccessful attempt to 
form a national church in Poland 
translation of the Augsburg Confession 
into Polish 

printing of the first Brest Bible under 
the patronage of the Radziwiłł family 
success of the Reformation in Silesia; 
Wrocław bishop is the only Roman 
Catholic church leader in the Silesian 
principality 

Reformation in the Pszczyna 
principality 

Sandomierz Agreement — an contract 
between Lutherans, Reformed, 
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1573 — 


1600 - 
1606-1610 — 


1632 - 


1645 — 


1653-1654 — 


1654-1655 — 
1656-1657 — 


1668 - 


1709 + 


mm imo ds. 


and Czech Brethren on the issue of the 
unity of the Reformation in Poland 
Warsaw confederation, acceptance 

by the Seym of a law assuring peace 
and religious tolerance for all residents 
of Poland with on regard to religious 
denomination 

142 parishes are in existence in Poznań 
Success of the Counter-Reformation 

— 2/3 of the Lutheran churches are 
taken away and destroyed 

the Gdańsk Bible is printed 

Colloquium Charitativum in Toruń, 
disputes between Lutherans and Roman 
Catholics 

persecution of Lutherans in Cieszyn 
Silesia 

building of the “Peace church” in Jawor 
building of the *Peace church” 

in Świdnica 

changing one's religious denomination 
outlawed by the Roman Catholic Church 
beginning of the construction of the 
“Jesus Church” in Cieszyn thanks to 
the intercession of the Swedish King 
Charles XII 

building non-Catholic churches again 
outlawed in Poland 

non-Catholics are forbidden to hold any 
public offices 

riots in Toruń and the execution of the 
Lutheran mayor and nine other Protestants 


1768 — 


1777-1781 — 
1781 - 


1828-1849 — 


1849-1874 — 


1875-1895 — 


1863 - 


1895-1904 — 


1904-1942 — 


1917 - 


1919 — 


Radom confederation, approval of 
equal rights for non-Catholics 

Holy Trinity Church in Warsaw is built 
The Edict of Tolerance is issued by 
Emperor Joseph II making possible the 
building of Lutheran “houses of prayer” 
in Cieszyn Silesia 

The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession and the Evangelical 
Reformed Church in Poland is 
administered by one consistory as 
ordered by the Emperor 

Rev. Juliusz Ludwig becomes general 
superintendent (bishop of the church) 
Rev. Woldemar Everth becomes 
general superintendent 

the periodical “Zwiastun Ewangeliczny” 
is first published on January 15" in 
Warsaw by Rev. Leopold Otto 

Rev. Karol Gustaw Manitius becomes 
general superintendent 

Rev. Julisz Bursche becomes bishop of 
the Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in Poland 

the Synod of the Church meeting in 
Łódź approves the structure of the 
Evangelical Augsburg Church 

in Poland after Poland 

attains its independence 

establishment of the Head of the Office 
of Ministry for Lutherans in Polish 
military service 
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- our history — then and now 


1920 


1936 


1936 


1939-1945 


1945 


1945 


1948 


1950 
1950-1957 


decision to open the Department of 
Evangelical Theology at the University 
of Warsaw 

decree of the President of Poland about 
national relations with the Evangelical 
Augsburg Church 

establishment of the Constitution 

of the Evangelical Augsburg Church 
World War II; bishop Juliusz Bursche 
dies in a concentration camp: clergy 
and lay people working in the church 
are imprisoned and die in Nazi 
concentration camps and Stalinist 
work camps; the end of the war and the 
beginning of the “people's rule” 
meaning the persecution of many 
Lutherans under the pretext of fighting 
against the Germans 

on January 24 in Czestochowa — the 
first organized activities of the church 
after World War II, the so-called 
temporary consistory 

meeting of the clergy on June 20 in 
Lódž and election of the consistory and 
temporary bishop, Rev. Jan Szeruda 
(held office until 1950) 

the consistory established new 
administrative divisions in the church 
the first post-war Synod of the Church 
the first annual evangelistic weeks are 
held in Bytom Miechowice 


1958 


1992 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


2002 


the first Evangelistic Week in Dziegielów 
near Cieszyn 

Publishing House “Augustana” begins 
its work on April 15th in Bielsko-Biała 
(publishing and printing) 

approval by the Seym of the new 

law concerning church and state relations 
beginning of the Ministry of the 
Evangelical Military Chaplaincy 
approval of a new Constitution of the 
Church 

founding in Dziegielów of the Center of 
Missions and Evangelism of the 
Evangelical Augsburg Church 

the Diaconal Ministry of the Church 
becomes a part of the regular church 


structure 

the new Evangelical Hymnal (Śpiewnik 
ewangelicki) is introduced in the 
church 





1951-1959 






1959-1975 

1975-1992 

1992-2001 — bp Jan Szarek 

2001-2010 — bp Janusz Jagucki 

2010- — bp Jerzy Samiec | 
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Diocesan Synod 
Diocesan Council 


Diocesan Bishop 


Annual Meeting 
Church Council 
Head Pastor 
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The YOSE originally 

came from the family crest of 
Martin Luther. Its symbols reveal 
many Reformation truths. For this 
reason it stands in many countries as 
the symbol of the Lutheran church. 
The black cross is found in the center. 
This always reminds us that faith in the 
one who was crucified can make us 
righteous. The righteous shall live 

by faith in the one who was crucified. 
Christ crucified should be the main 
focus of the life and thoughts of man. 
Behind che cross is a red heart. 

This symbolizes the fact that the path of 
Jesus on the cross was a path of love. 
The heart rests on a white rose which 
shows that faich brings joy, comfort, 
and peace while the color white is that 
of the saints and all angels. 

The rose stands on a blue 

background which symbolizes the 
coming joy in heaven. The entire crest 
is encircled by a goldem ring which 

has no beginning and no ending 
reminding us that righteousness in God's 
Kingdom will remain for eternity. 
Inside the ring is written che 

word “vivit," meaning “he lives.” 

In this way, it is again emphasized 

that Christ rose from 

the dead and lives today. 






The Bible and Confessional Writings 


— The source and principles of faith 


God and Me 
- My life with God in the church 


Bantism 

Religion Lessons 
Gonfirmation 

Holy Communion 
Gonfession of sins 
Youth 

Marriage 

Parish meetings 
Death and Funeral 


Lutheran celebrations 
- experiencing faith in time and place 
The Church Year 
Celebrations in church and home 
Preaching through the media 
The Church — God's House 
Lutheran Worship Service 
Pastor and his co-workers 
Finances 


Go Forth! 
- The church outside the walls 


Missions and Evangelism 
Diaconal Ministry 

Women's Deaconate 
Lutheran military chanlaincy 
Prison Ministry 

Education 

Culture 

Societies 

Ecumenism 


Important dates 
- our history - then and now 
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